Death and: Judgment. 
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Ir. is ile of Philip, King of Macedon, that he 


ordered one of his pages to come every morning to 


his chamber door, and ery aloud “Philip, remem- 


ber thou art mortal!“ How much the conduct of 
this heathen prince ſnames numbers of people called 


chriſtians, who, inſtead of keeping their mortality in 


mind, do'all*in* their power to forget it. This diſ- 


courſe is intended to call your ſerious attention to 


what ſo much concerns you. Like Moſes therefore 
we ſay, O that you were wiſe; that youruntlerfiood 
this, that you would conſider your latter end“ May 
you be led to pray, So teach us to uae our 


days, that we may apply our hearts unto; wiſdom!“ 


Our firſt "buſineſs at this time is With DEATH. 


There is ſomething ſolemn in the very name! but, O, 
who can tell what death is? None of bur relbtidns or 


neighbours | return. from the grave to inform us; we 


muſt learn, its nature; its caufe, and its conſequences 
from. the faithful word of God. We may, indeed, 


ſee lomething of Win our dying friends. We may 


ſee the haſty progreſs of ſome fatal diſeaſe. The 


pains, the e the agonies of the dying, we have 8 


obſerved. We have feen many a man cut down. in 


the midſt of. life: heafty, ſtrong, and cheerful, one 
weck; the bert, a pale, cold, "bfefefs Effe che in 


his 


„ 
his coffin, or carried to the church- yard. Others we 
een or heard of, cut off without a moment's 

warning; perfectly well one moment, the next in e- 
ternity. How true is the ſcripture—< All fleſh is 
graſs, and the goodlineſs thereof as the flower of the 


field; in the morning it flouriſheth, in the evening it 


is cut down and withered.” How frail is man At 


his beſt eſtate he is altogether 1g Hle is cruſh- 


ed ſboneritlian the mot. 


What awful :/eparations 2 death — Tt re- 
moves us, at once, from our neareſt. relations, and 
deareſt friends: We ſnut our eyes to all the world ; 
«we ſhalb ſee man no more in the land of the }iv- 
ing,” Death puts a ſudden period to all our projects, | 
good or bad; im that very day our thoughts periſh.” 
It deprives the great of all their pomp and power; 
and the rieh of all their poſſeſſions; for man ** bring- 
eth nothing with him into this world, and it is certaia 
he' can carry nothing out. - 

Death is zniver/al,- Other evils. ; are b partial. But 
all met die; „ for what man is he that liveth, and 
ſhall not ſee death?” Death has reigned in all ages 3. 
and though, in early times, ſome men lived many 


hundreds of years, yet they all died at laſt. Death 


reigns in all countries: as certainly as the tide ebbs 
and flows, lo d one generation paſſeth away, and an- 
other cometh.“ This is „ the way of all fleſh.” The 
grave is „ the houſe appointed for all living.“ 
There is no diſcharge in this War. 9” 00 We mult 
needs die. + oct 


Death is in ie awful ! F'be fear Dy death ; ; the a- 
gonies of death ; the ghaſtly appearance of the dead; 
the ſad change that takes place in the body, which.” 
renders it vilenſivey and obliges us to bury it out of. 

| our 


our ſght; the cold grave, the crawling worms, the 
ſordid duſt—all theſe are terrible things. to nature. 
But what makes death a thouſand times more terri- 
dle is, that it is the H of God's anger. Had there 
been no ſin, there had been no death. God, to keep 
Adam Ginn ſin, threatened him with death; but Sa- 
tan, the father of lies, ſaid he ſhould not die. He 
ventured on the forbidden fruit, and ſo, by his ſin, 


« death came into the world and hath paſſed upon 


a' his children in every ſucceeding age. Death, 
then, is the wages of fin 3 it carries with it the 
moſt awful marks of God's anger. This is juſtly cal- 
led by St. Paul the ing of death: the ſting of 


death is ſin.” It is the conſeiouſneſs of, guilt, and 


the juſt dread of future miſery, which. make death ſo. 
very dreadful. Poor: thoughtleſs mortals, neglecting, 
to regard the glorious goſpel of [Jeſus Chriſt, which, 
brings a ſovereign remedy, are unwilling to think of 
it; they put off as much as poſſihle the evil day but 
did they know the love of Chriſt in dying/to,diſarm 


death of its ſting ; did they: eonſider, that, by faith in 


Jeſus, all the danger of death may + be,avoided,, they: 
would: fit down and look death: in the face; and, wiſe - 


ly conſider, how they may; meet, with eee ot 


ſure, what they can never avoid; i 0 41 


For let it be remembered, that the death of each of 
us, here preſent, is abſolutely certain. Our text. ſays, 
Hit is appointed iti is the m deoree of God, which Y 


a law which no inner can 8 Fr {ether;lams of 
God are: trampled under feet, but this: mf? be obey- 
ed. We know not when, nor how we ſhall die; but 
we are ſure that we mut die. Whether we are high 


or low rich. or poor; male or female; young o ol „ 
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«it is appointed: for us once to die.“ Pofibly, when 
death comes, we may be very unfit to die; very un- 
willing to die; but death will not delay on that ac- 
count: ready or unready, when the hour comes, we 
muſt ſubmit. It is ſaid of the wicked—** he is driu- 
en away in his wickedneſs'—ſuddenly perhaps; at leaſt 


une pectedly. It was when the rich fool“ talked of 


many years to come, that God ſaid to him, “ this 
night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee: often vielent- 


, ty dragged to the grave, like a malefaCtor to the gal- 


lows. O what would ſome great and rich ſinners 
have given for a few weeks, or à few hours of life, if 


money could have bought them; but death will not 


be bribed: go the ſinner myſty; $4 although the phyſi- 
cian help, friends groan, the wife and children weep, 
and the man himſelf uſe his utmoſt endeavours to re- 


_ tain the ſpirit; his ſoul is required of him: yield he 
| muſty and go, where he ſhall never more fee the light.“ 


Here let us ſtop a moment; and apply to qufſahves 


what has already been ſaid. 


Is life ſo ſhort? Then — ſhould we waſte it? 


Why ſhould we make it ſhorter by our fin and folly ? 5 


How much of our precious time is intirely loſt ! 
What ſhall we think of ſports and paſtimes, cards, 
and plays, and dancing, which are expreſsly intended 
to hill time? To hill time 1 Shocking expreſſion to 
the/ears of a chriſtian]! O had you heard what ſome. 
dying ſinners have ſaid of their mugdered time, when 
time with them was nearly over, you would dread the 


thoughts of killing time; rather would you ſtudy how 
to redeem time, and obey the direction of the wile 
man, cel. ix. 10. Whatſoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with all thy. might; for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom i in the grave, 
whither thou goeſt. 2. i 

Ska. . TY” | * 


ſubject, n Eternal 2 — 


6 3 
E death certain 7 Will it ſurely eome, and you know 


not how ſeon? Then let it be your firſt buſineſs to 
prepare for it. This is our Lord's advice; ge ye 


alſo ready, for ye know not when the Sen of man 


cometh.” It is appointed unto men once to die, once 

only: now that which can be done but once, ſhould 

be well done; eſpecially as our eternal all depends up- 
on it. As the tree falls ſo it lies; as death leaves us 
judgment finds us; if an error happens here, it can 


never be remedied. Surely then, it is the ns. 
dom of man to be prepared for this great change. 
Let us now proceed to the ſceond — of this great 


* 


Judgment.” N 
Immediately after death, it is Neude, che foul, 


ſeparated from the body, appears before God; and by 


a. private, particular, and perſonal judgment, receives 
the ſentence of eternal life, or eternal death. The 


ſcripture abundantly ſhews, that the ſoùł fubſiſts in a 
ſeparate ſtate from the body. Our Lord promiſed 


the dying thief tliat he ſnould be with him, on the 


very day of his death, in paradiſe; and St. Paul long- 
ed “ to be abſent from the body, and preſent with the 


Lord; accounting it far better than tlie higheſt Rats 


of privilege or uſefulneſs in the church. 


But the accounts we have in the ſeripture of ehe 6 


judgment, refer to the great day, when che dead ſhall 
be raiſed from theiffgraves, when ſmall and great ſhall 


ſtand before the judgment ſeat of Chrift. © The glory 
and grandeur of this day will be far beyond the pow- | 


ers of language to expreſs. The trum det "ſhall 
found,” af J the dead mall be raiſed.“ „ The Lord 


Jeſus ſhall” bs revealed from heaven” ifi Avining fire, 


WI lis W angels.” Tue Son of man half 


| come [ 


* 


0 after" Kathe | 


g rers Fp a A 


—— K 


mm 0 -—_ G Yu t* 


EE» 

come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him; 
then ſhall he ſit upon the throne of his glory: and be- 
fore him ſhalt be gathered all nations, and he ſhall ſe- 
parate them one e bee as A ſhepherg nen 
his ſheep from the goats. 

Reaſor- itſelf muſt allo the neceſſity: of a iii 
judgment. At preſent, we often ſee the wicked proſ- 
per, While good men are much afflicted; How many 
murderers, oppreſſors, and perſecutors, eſcape puniſſi- 
ment. But it is inconſiſtent with the juſtice of God 
that it ſhould always be ſo- He hath appointed a 


day ia which he will judge the world i in righteouſneſs, 


vrhen all men ſhall give an account of what they have 
done in the body, whether it be good or bad. Even 


; now conſcience teſtifies to the future judgment, by paſ- 


ſing 2 ey ee on all our n ; dane ſum» 


| them. 


To iow: do, po 2nd righteouſly every 8 
will be done on that occaſion, it is ſaid, Rev. xx. 12. 
& The books were opened, and the dead were judged 


out of thoſe: things, which were written in the een 


vecording to their works.“ 

The book of the lato will be opdhad; The com- 
mandments of God are the rule of men's actions 
and are any of the works of the law? Do they 
ſeek righteouſneſs. by their doings? Let them now ap- 
peal to the ſearcher of hearts, that they never broke 


this law, in thought, word, or deed, but loved and 


ſerved God: perfectly, without ſin, all their lives; then 


| — they claim life by the law; but this is:impoſſi- 


No man living will be juſtified i in this manner: 
— So law wall for ever condemn all who have brok- 


57 it, vet have neglected the great falvation revealed in 


The 


i 


1 Te 8. I 


| The book of the geſpel. In this bleſſed hack «the. 
law of faith“ is revealed; it is declared, that he that 


believeth in Jeſus ſhall be ſaved ; and happy will it be 


for thoſe who are found true believers; who, having 


known their ruined and helpleſs ſtate hy the law, have 
fled for refuge to the grace of the goſpel, and beliey- 


ing in Jeſus for righteouſneſs, are found in him.“ 


Beſide theſe, the book of God's remembrance will 


be opened. God, who knows all our actions, and all 


our ſecret thoughts, records them in his book. No- 
3 done by man, whether good or bad, is forgot- 
for it is written, that “he will bring every ſe- 
| we ehivg into judgment, and “ that for every idle 
word that men ſpeak, they ſhall render an account.” 


- Exactly agreeing with this, will be the book of | 
conſeience; which ſhall alſo be opened; or, in plainer 
words, every man ſhall ſtand. convicted in his own 
conſcience, that he is guilty of every charge brought 


againſt him by the law. At preſent, ſinners take lit- 


tle notice of their ſins z and if they feel a little remorſe 


of conſeience, ſoon forget it; but at the great day, 


they will all ruſh upon the memory. Conſcience ſhall 
ſerve inſtead of a thouſand witneſſes; and, as the 


ſcripture ſpeaks, every mouth ſhall be dee and 
all the world become guilty before God.“ 


| But, bleſſed be God, there will be one more bak 
opened, and that is, the book of li iſe, containing a liſt 
of the names of all the people of God; even of thoſe. 
who were choſen by the Father to ſalvation, re- 
deemed by the blood of Chriſt, and who were called, 
renewed, and ſanctified by the Holy Spirit. Here 


will be Crna the names of all thoſe people who were 


convinced of their ſin and miſery, humbled on ac- 
count of their abominations, and who, being enlight- 
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1921 | 
enced in the'knowledee' of Chriſt, came to him 567 pre- 
cious faith; for life and ſalrbeion ; and who proved the 


truth of their faith by the Holineſs of their lives and = 
_ converfation,” © "A i 
Now liear from the os of God het will be 5 | 


ſentences mine on the aſſembled world, at that 
awful period. When a poor criminal at the affizes is 
tried for his life, What a ſolemn moment is that, when 
filence being demanded by an officer of the court, e- 
very voice is huſhed, and every eye is fixed on the 


judge! Each of us ſhall then become, not a ſpectator 


of another's trial, but, an expectant of our own ſen- 
tence ; that ſentence which ſhall fix, beyond the poſſi- 
bility of ani ee our r happy, or our nne 
dvoms-<-. 5 0 

Nox, hearken ! Mare. XVI 34. 0 Then mall e 


ing fay unto' them on his right hand, Come, ye 
dof my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 


for you, from the foundation of the world: for I Was 
an Hhungered, and ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, and 
ye gave me drink, &. '&e;” Ler us take care, my 
friends, to underſtand this aright ; for many have 
ſadly ket it. We are not d imagine, that ſuch 


: good works as are here mentioned; merit heaven; lis 
is not only contrary to the whole: goſpel; but contra- 


ry/alſo to the meaning of this place. You! are to ob- 
ſerve, that the judgnient here repreſented; is of profeſ- 
ſors "of the goſpel: alf the perſons here ſpoken of, 
both at the right and left hand of Chriſt, are ſuch as 


'1] were called by his name, and profeſſed to be believers 


in him: and when it is ſaid they are judged according 


to their Works, it means, according to the evidence of 


their works; that is, whether the faith they pretend 


ed to Haves brought forth good works or not. The 


ſentence 


— . ² LR 


rs 1 


ges, but their inberitance; not merited, as it were yeſ- 


terday, but < prepared for them, before the foundati- 


on of the world ;” and they were prepared for it, not 


by their works, but by the grace of God, which uni- 
ted them to Chriſt, led them to believe, and enabled 
them, to bring forth the fruits' here mentioned, name- - 


ly,. works of love to the ſaints ; not mere works 'of 
humanity ;. ; but of love to the poor deſpiſed faints of 


ſentence paſſed j is not for their works, nor for TRY faith, | 
neither. The kingdom they receive is not their wa- 


God, becauſe they belonged to Jeſus. Theſe hap- 


py perſons you ſee had no proud thoughts of the me- 


rit of their actions, for they humbly cry, Lord, 
when ſaw we thee hungry and gaye thee meat, & c. 


But O how awful is the other ſentence. Then, | 
ſhall he ſay unto them on the left hand, Depart, ye 
curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and 


his angels! O what a word is that Depart.” 


What !, depart from Chriſt ? Depart from the foun- 
tain of all happineſs ? It will be to the condemned fin- 
ner the moſt dreadful word that ever ſounded in his 


ears: and yet, how dreadfully juſt] for it will be ſaid 


to that ſinner, who, in his heart, has ſaid a thouſand 
times to Chriſt, <* Depart from me, for [ delire not 
the knowledge of thy ways,” | 


— 


This ſentence will be pronounced againſt thoſe pro- : 
feſſors of religion, whoſe | pretended” faith did not 


F a2 


And if this will be ground of condemnation, [FR 
think you will be the lot 0 ; perſecutors, who inſtead of 
feeding, clothing, and viſiting the members of Chriſt, 
, robbed them of their food, raiment, liberty, and life ? 
15 What 


bring forth the; fruits of love to the ſaints. | Sins of 
f emiſſio on only, are here mentioned ;  Heglefting, to help | 
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What will. be the portion 2 drunkards, ſwearers, 
whoremongers, ſabbath-breakers, and the whole herd 


of profane and vicious finners ? Such, we are elſewhere 
aſſured, ſnall not inherit the kingdom of heaven, but 


| mol bare en een with devils and nee. : 


APPLICATION. 


hen 81. Paul « reaſoned of rcktepulatts' tem- 
perante, and judgment to come, Felix tremblad. Did 
a heathen judge tremble, and hall a chriſtian be ſtu- 
pid and unaffedted? © Behold he cometh with clouds ! 
Every. eye ſhall ſee him !” Your eyes ſhall ſee him. 
You have received the ſolemn ſummons this day. 
What will you do? If | wiſe, you will act like Noah, 
«© who being warned of God of things not ſeen as yet, 
moved with fear, builded an ark to the ſaving of his 
houſe.” If unwiſe, you will be like his infidel neigh- 
bours, who laughed him to ſcorn, and periſhed in the 


flood. If ever you would wiſh then to be numbered 


witty, the, ſaints, now lay to heart the ſolemn truths 


_ Fou-have heard. Retire a little from the buſtle of the 


world, and from the company of the gay. Endeavour 


to realize the important ſcene. O think of the tre- 


mendous day, and the miſerable ſtate of poor Chriſt- 
leſs finners. ** Thoſe who are then found Chriſtleſs, 
will alſo be ſpeechleſs, helpleſs, and hopeleſs. How 


will their hands hang down, and their knees knock 
| together | O, what pale faces, quivering lips, and faint- 
ing hearts! Q. dreadful. day, when the earth ſhall be 


trembling, the ftars falling, the trumpet ſounding, the 
dead rifing,. the elements melting, and the world on 


fiel; 


„This ſceng, fa tremeridous 'to the Aatzer, will be 
the moſt N Ns Joyful t that was ever known, to 
1 „de 


Im 
the kuatbletveliexerin Jeſus. The ſecond coming of 
Chriſt is ſpoken of in ſcripture;as a moſt deſirable e- 
vent; and true chriſtians are deſcribed as loving bis 
appearance, and ſaying, <* Come, Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly. And would you not wiſh to call this great 
and glorious Judge your friend, and to be owned by 
him at the great day? Well then, know, my friends, 
that he is now ſet before you in the goſpel, as an all- 
ſufficient and moſt gracious Saviour. He is nom a8 
gracious as he will then be glorions. Why ſhould.you 
keep at a diſtance from him? His blood can cleanſe 
you from all your paſt fins, though deeply dyed, as 
ſcarlet and as crimſon. ''He came to ſeek and ſave 
ſuch ſinners as you. Lock then to him and be ſav- 
ed. Come but to him, he will not caſt you out. Be- 
lieve in him, and he will be your friend. Your firſt 
buſineſs in religion is to fly to the Saviour's arms, and | 
find ſalvation in his blood. He will then give you 
his Holy Spirit to ſoften your heart, ſubdue your ini- 
quities, and enable you to bring forth thoſe works af 
love, which he W raciouſly own and l in the 
great day. 1 62 

Let the ogg of © appointed dem and judg- 
ment, be duly improved by the believer. What 
watchfulneſs, what ſeriouſneſs, becomes us! Let us 
be concerned to be always ready; daily walking hum- 
bly and cloſely with God: ſitting looſe to all created 
objects, from which death may fo ſuddenly ſeparate 
us; and having our affections fet on heavenly things, 

40 which death will ſo readily tranſmit us. Look on 
death as a diſarmed foe; a ſerpent which may hiſs, 
but cannot ſting. Look on judgment as a moſt deſi- 
rable event; when ſoul and body being united, and 
made perfect in holineſs, ſhall be openly acknowledg- 
ed, and for ever made happy in the full enjoyment of 
Chriſt to all eternity. | 


